Introduction
The term "early modernity" as the name of a period roughly extending from the end of the 15th to the end of the 18th century has only recently been employed by historians of Jewish culture and society. Despite a plethora of new studies in the last several decades, there have been few attempts to define the period as a whole as a distinct epoch in Jewish history, distinguishable from both the medieval and modern periods. Some historians have remained indifferent to demarcating the period, or have simply designated it as an extension of the Middle Ages, or have labeled it vaguely as a mere transitional stage between medievalism and modernity without properly describing its distinguishing characteristics. A few historians have used the term "Renaissance" to apply to the cultural ambiance of Jews living in Italy in the 15th and 16th centuries alone without delineating the larger period and the more comprehensive geographical area. The bibliographical survey that follows focuses on the entire period of three hundred years and attempts to provide a panoramic view of European and Ottoman Jewries both as distinct subcommunities and in their broader connections with each other.
The first important book to treat the early modern period in Jewish history as a distinct era, ably describing its economic and political foundations while characterizing Jewish social and cultural history as primarily reflective and derivative of general trends located in non- The most up-to-date anthology of essays on Polish Jewish history, of which the first volume focuses on the early modern period.
http://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/view/document/obo-9780199840731/obo-9780199840731-0011.xml?rskey=2BKwRc&result=3&q=Early+Modern… 5/21
The best overview in English of the history of German Jewry in a period relatively neglected until recently. 
Mobility, Migration, and Social Mixing
The forced migrations of entire populations by governments as well as the voluntary migrations of individuals motivated to improve their economic and social standing are surely significant factors for most early modern peoples, but especially for Jews. An accelerated mobility led to enhanced contacts between Jews and other Jews of differing backgrounds, traditions, and even languages, and between Jews and non-Jews. These contacts, in turn, engendered strains and stresses, leading both to rapid cultural change and reactionary conservatism. A wide-ranging collection including essays on Spanish and Italian migrations.
Shulvass, Moses. From East to West: The Westward Migration of Jews from Eastern Europe during the Seventeenth and
Eighteenth Centuries. Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 1971.
A classic description of the "reverse" migration of Ashkenazic Jews from eastern to western Europe from the 17th century.
Communal Organization
Scholars have long noted the prominent growth of relatively powerful Jewish communal organizations during the early modern period. In The Netherlands, in Italy, with the founding of the Ghetto, in Germany, in the Ottoman Empire, and especially in eastern Europe, these more elaborate and complex institutions functioned most effectively in representing their Jewish constituencies before local governments and in providing religious, educational, and social services to their individual members. The pinnacle of this remarkable development was realized in eastern Europe, where a vast federation of local and regional Jewish communities banded together to create the so-called Council of the Four Lands. This mega-institution represented one of the most imposing structures of Jewish autonomy ever constituted in the diaspora. All of these communal structures generally had one characteristic in common: the growing decline of rabbinic authority and the rising power of lay oligarchies, although local variations should be carefully noticed. They also raise the intriguing question as to what extent their existence was a direct function of the conscious policy of the political states that supported them. Baron 1942 Baron -1948 He argues that the chief rabbinate as a long-standing institution among Ottoman Jews was more myth than reality. In Hebrew. 
Knowledge Explosion
Early modern Jews, in ways paralleling but also deviating from their Christian neighbors, experienced a profound knowledge explosion within their communities, precipitated especially by the technology of the printing press. Other factors also played a role in this new cultural revolution, such as a growing interest in Jewish books on the part of Christian readers, pressures to expand the traditional curriculum of Jewish learning by primary and secondary elites, and the conspicuous entrance of Jewish students into the universities. This general transformation, more than all the others, seems to be constant and repercussive throughout the entire period and needs to be seen in relation to the factors of mobility and social mixing previously mentioned.
The Printing of the Hebrew Book
The emergence of the printed Jewish book surely revolutionized the manner in which Jewish tradition was transmitted to both Jews and Christians, expanded the intellectual horizons of many Jews with relative degrees of intensity, and made them more aware of their cultural connections with their own coreligionists scattered in far-off regions. The migration of the printed Hebrew and Yiddish book from Venice into eastern Europe created a crisis for the rabbinic elites, arresting considerably the previously open exegetical processes of an oral and manuscript culture, establishing canonical texts not easily "invaded" by scribal interpolations, and diminishing the teacher's authoritative capacity for determining the law. The printing press also produced cheap books in ample supply, published inexpensively and quickly, and authored by secondary elites who could chose to write on whatever they chose, no longer supervised nor controlled by rabbinic or lay authorities. The ultimate result was new readers, men, women, and children, who gained access to books in Hebrew, Yiddish, and Ladino. The Hebrew printing revolution is especially discussed by Reiner 1989 , Reiner 1997a , and Reiner 1997b Along with the unmanageable explosion of knowledge triggered by printed books, the curtailment of rabbinic authority by lay leaders and governmental officials, and the Sabbatean threat, the rabbis of the 17th and 18th centuries had an additional reason to feel anxious and threatened. They witnessed the recurrent and conspicuous boundary crossings between Judaism and Christianity (and sometimes, as in the case of the Dönmeh, the Sabbatean offshoot, between Judaism and Islam) on the part of a small but conspicuous number of Jews and Christians.
Conversos and Sabbateans
This blurring of religious identities manifested itself among four groups whose identities were sometimes overlapping and ambiguous. They include Conversos who attempted to reenter the Jewish community while some reversed themselves and returned to their former Christian states, and Sabbateans and Frankists who constructed multiple identities based on a merger of Judaism, Islam, and Christianity. On Converso border crossings, see Graizbard 2004 , Kaplan 1994 , Kaplan 1999 Scholem, Gershom G. "The Crypto-Jewish Sect of the Dönmeh (Sabbatians) in Turkey." In The Messianic Idea in Judaism and Other Essays in Jewish Spirituality. By Gershom G. Scholem, 142-166. New York: Schocken, 1971 . A rich study of an eastern European Kabbalist who made his way to Sweden to teach the famous mystic Emanuel Swedenborg and articulated an ideology merging Judaism and Christianity.
Converts and Hebraists
Those with mingled identities also include individual Jewish converts to Christianity who struggled to find a place for themselves either in their newly adopted communities or their former ones, and some Christian Hebraists fascinated with and drawn closer to Judaism in their own searches for authenticity and identity. The implications of these new mingled identities were profound for Jews living in early modern Europe in constructing a new definition of Jewish identity based on human autonomy rather than communal will. The impact on Christians A well-conceived and well-researched essay on the role of converts to Christianity during the Reformation in Germany. In Hebrew. 
Women and Early Modern Jewish Culture
Studies of gender have emerged in recent years among historians of Jewish culture and society, but they are less developed than the other areas previously discussed. It is still too early to conclude that the status of women among early modern Jews was significantly altered from that of the Middle Ages as it was in modern Jewish cultures. The contrast between the vast scholarly literature on women and gender in the modern period in comparison to this one is striking and might be attributed to the small number of scholars in the field as well as the relative lack of significant materials with which to work. But such a judgment is certainly premature at this time and the quality of what has already emerged suggests a promising start for future investigations. 
